PADDLE PEOPLE

Williams

Saving Rivers with Music
or musician Masan Williams,
“riwr” i the ultimate metaphor
ir D Pdusiic is just like water”
says the Grammy award-win-
ning composer. "Bath Mow

thraugh time pedecting themselves

while reflecting culture” That's why

Williams has chosen music to acvance

the cause of river consenvation.

For Williames, enwironmental awane-
ness and adivism began when a local
utility proposed several hydroelectric
dams on his favorite trout strearm near
his home in Oakridge, Oregon. In 1982,
b was just another concerned citinen
attendling a series of public mestings. He
wanted to gel mad, but he had a betmer
idea. He knew that getting the river tothe
meating woukd be a bold statement, but
haclly practical. He also realzed that get-
ling people down (o the dver to discuss
the Issues wasn't going to happen-either,
Thezn, why not hewve the river be rep-
resended through the music it hod
inspired? Feom this experience
ez Of Tine mnd River Flouing, &
gores of benelit concans rals-
ing furds to make the pub-
lic aveare of iesies inwohe-
ing the fate of rivers. He
selected songs that
would, “talk about all
the different rela-
tionships peo-
ple have with
Fers.”

Rivers have
been routes of
exploation, Léfm-
tonal boundarnies
and commercial
highways, and
have sustadned
people with
water, [ood,
recreation

bezuty and Inspietion. Prior 1o our e
tury, rivers wene moethan a corveyanoe,
they wene a wey of lile. Songs wene wiil-
ten about quiet times by the river shoee,
of kaggers and boatrnen, or people using
the river as a workharse, Much of sodety
has forgotten this, Williams views his
concemts a5 a way Lo give ives & voboe,
“Rivess emind us of what we maan ta
each cther,” he save

Williarns considers himself 2 msi
ciam, preferring to stay away from
polermbes. But he has chosan to use his
music to help restose fers o a8 better
state. Last November he helped cele-
brate the 25th anniversary of the
Mational Wild and Scenic Rivers Ad,
appearing with Al Gore and British
Columbia Premier Michale Harcourt. 1
want to show that the river ks nonparti-
san,” e says. "It's neither Democrad ot
Republican It fows through everdbody's
life”

The musician is proud of what hes
helped accomplish, starting with
Dregon's Norh Fork of the Willametie,
Within one vear, money resed fiom his
benefit conoerts was used by consena-
tion groups o help kobday a Bill through
Siate Legisiature. The new kaw designal-
ed the river and its soune, Waldo Laka,
s State Scenke Waterways, effectively

prohibiting e ftate dames. Tve ool-
lected a thousand songs abaut
water bt e found very few
ahaat dams, excent for the
ones Woody Guthrie was paid
fowrite.” he says.

Between concerts and
recording (he released a new
CD last fall), Williams gets

oust, whenever he can, to enjoy
rivers and remember why they
are s important, And in the
process he's leamed a kot about
waterways and himsad, T you alter
them too much, your relationship
with them i=n't the same,” he says.
“You've lost the river as & neighbor and
prerrites of YOUT community.
“you go down the dver for lots of
reasons ancl, the mone Lmes you go,
i e reasons you find,” e adds, 1

live on a river and grew up on one. it
semes ke standing up for a member of
the Earrily.”

— Poter Stobd

AIRE's Alan
Hamilton

lan Harniltan, 38, is not your

rypical business man. In fact,

he's a self-described “Aire-

head®; his title at Boise,

Idaho's AIRE Inc. Is Official
Airehiead in Charge of Mareting But
titles can be misleading. Under
Hamilton's guidance, AIRE has growm
froem miakong 45 Doats in |99 1o mone
theam 2500 0n W,

A ot of that might stem fom the fac
that he was a banker befone he was a
boater. Whene most people leave jols in
the paddling profession or mone uca-
tive pastures, Hamilton [eft the securdty
of & benking job with First Interstate for
the riskier prospect of working in white-
water, And he found boating to be riskier
in more wans than one. His first eqeni-
ence i whitesater came when he was 25
an ldaha's Lower Sebeay in 1080 We
were inesxpenered” e says. “We lipped
in thee first wave of the first rapid. | got
hooked on it that day.”

Getting hooked on the spor soon ked
to getting hooked up with some of the
leading players in the industry. One of
these was Bl Parker, owner of kdaho's
Worthwest Biver Supplies, who asked
Hamilton to become general manages of
Worthwest, a position he beld unil 88
During this tirne Hamdion met his ture
partrier Kris Walker, who introduced him
s e Argonaul catarslt, 2 Walker design
rahe by Morthwest, AL first MNomhwest
didnt have much success In selling
catarafts. But as Hamllton and others
began takdng Lhem on lirst ril descents,
calaralts’ populasity began to increase, A
lot of this also had 10 do with a video
called The Gmat Wiste Hunters, which cap-
tured many of their descents on tepe It
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