Science
rules!

Bill Nve advances the cause

af scientifie iteracy

AVEE YOU'VE MEVER HEARD of him, bur
your childeen have. He's Bill Mye: Aoy
amd] Fwotueall, weacky and weeird, informe-
tive, crtertaining and one of the most
sreative teachers around. Broadcast on
miose than 185 scanions mationside, his
Hhmanute weekly smdscated relkevision
programy, ey Presernns Bl Nye the
Scivrce Gy, is on the custing, edge of

educanon, raa.

MNye's goaks are simipde: Turn kids on
o science, “hnking soiemoe concepis
casy to understand ks the most exciting
thing we do,” he says. The Seactlebased
program uscs demonstraiions, infcr-
vicws, music videos, segments where
kids demonsirate experimenis ar home
for the camera and & secoon Mve calls

“Check It Ow.”

The wheasle rram heas that "guernk
b video" ﬂ bors of hanc-held,

poant=obvicw camera work, ©

and splirsecond editing with colorful
graphs, “People ask me, every day,
how can you do 2 show thar 5 hoah
cohucational and enwmaining? I's TV i

hars e be cnsbertuimang?”

A ream of scicmoe cxpenE roview
ench scripe far eontent, “The dhow's
leaming objectives are based on Fourrh-
rade cumicula,” Nye savs, “hecawse
Errl['; where you decide to be intereseed
in science.” Accordang ro MSF stedics,
that's the age kids mam to men rowsard

other subsjcets,

Combining his gifs os Bocing ongr
neer by day and ~Cr",'1l'||;|-|l|"l SO h:.-'
might, Mye segued into his “Scimee
Guy™ persoma on KING TV s lue-nighe
ensemble comedy show, Ao Live!
There followed guest spots on Disncy's
Mickey Movse Cliel, Lateright renih
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Daeid Lefternran, and oswardwinning
cducational videos broadcast on KCTS
i Searle, where de nogon for a elovd-
sion show o advance scicitific lireracy
was borm, “The idea isn't to teach peo
ple to be space shurde scientiss, bur o
get them excared abour sciene,” The
ol is sciendific Feracy, “even if kads
never becone sciennists.”

Myve doesn'tshy away from any topic.
5o far e hos examined the naked muth
abou the largest organ of the human
body ("3kin"}, lifestyles of the big and
cxrinet |~ Danosawrs” ) and the Forae thas
hinlds hsmams an the wed (P 5rvi-
I:'g."-]. -.|-|"||.1'-|; e '|‘|!.'||i:': g:r:l. 5-r|'v|.:|.'i:.|| an
zex. "Bill Nye the Science Guy mlks
about sex,” he says ina stoge chontle, ©1
don’t think there is anything anybody is
Inscrcsted din more than aeme”

Though he rewdves, Mye also ener-
tnins. His angics arc goofy, his puns anc
vervibde, and he favors weanng bow tes
with has lab coats, Evenvthing is caboulbas-
cd on whar Nye and co-peodicers
Erven Gotthieh and Jim Mokerma think
is fun. “Thar's our firs: rube,” he stresses,

He's quick o point out why welevi-
shon eduction works so well: “Da you
want me 1o rell you somcone walked on
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Wacky ond
waird, hut

infarmative,
Loienice Guy Bl
Hye makes
eduistice fun
fior ki,

ehve oo, covor want toowarch avileo
of someone doing it, or do vou want
do it yourscl?™ TV can help by raking
[‘H.‘:.']‘i'l.‘ F!L'l.‘n‘.‘:-[hl.':r |'l|.l|:||'|:|f.}' i 't [LEN

Looking to the fumure, Myve would
like 1o o 2 Feinure Alm where scennses
look pood, He Found their porrayal in
ET. inlurianing, bar docsa’t blame the
Filomakers, “They're st chassic exam-
ples of & culwre thar produces people
whio hate or distrust science,”

Meavwhile, Mye B imersed 0
scripring 13 mvore episodes and plins
twio new books o complemeny the
recent release of B Mye the Seforee
Grey's Bip Blast of Science, He's abso
ke pz busy developing a school owneich
program, The NSF has providied a grant
of 51.5 million in suppare, and Disney
and KCTS have agreed to help distrib
v SO free science ks w kids m
hame who respond ro a special write-in
srpment of the show,

With his refreshing possion for sc
ence ancl whar it teaches, Mve neflects
something he learmned from Carl Sagan
during an astronoay colirse at Comel|
Universicy. "Don't iy o teach technolo
. Teach paire seaenes kids resonab: in
pare scicioe, Ard so docs Bill By, &



