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Smith Rock State Pavk

LOFTY
ASPIRATIONS

CLIMBERS HAVE A
REPUTATION FOR
REING DAREDEVILS,
BUT THAT ISH'T
REALLY THE CASE.

BRI AR MIACAZENT

BY PETER STEKEL

WHEN THE COOL of aunimmn serdes meo Ovepon's
Smith Bock Seare Parke, it beoomes o mween Ffor
rock chmbers, Sounds from clinking camabiners
and ather climbing hardware rimg throughow the
By Bivowing camp om the camon nim. Old
seleabttarees are restored and new Fendships
boepun. The small sown of Terrebonae, where
dimbers po o resupply cguipment and grone on
Miesiean Food, reverberares with the lil of forcim
banpiges,

For those wheo live in the Pacific Monhwescand
don't el the |.El:|||:-:||1y_ garcuit, Smith Bogck
offers o ideal cimbiog milicu. Only 150 miles
from Portdand, it mokes a grest weckend and
FeITAinG :-illlhil.l'll' '..r|'._'|'| ﬁ.‘ll_1'-\.|_| l..'q_':|'|1|_-r irmis
ki, The many cracks and Faces present innee
nicrable -:.':Iﬂ'L‘I'I;.'.A.'h s Any :||.'!-||i|!:.' level. |'-|||.|l|:..
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From rock climbing to tower-top

camping to river fishing,

Northwest wildlands
cre frrime for

active endeavors

oriing

enlures




andd some sy most imporcandy, the views are
breonmtiful anel exxpansive,

Twerty vears ago this arca was Ieteknown
& :-;l;r.'pl 1] '|.|..._|n||r|. al ki s ilg, The I:.‘ o viaeitier chinlbs
g was i Calibomia s Jeshua Treee MNatomal Mor
wrient, Bt " T can be a cold amd windy plce, so
whien word got ouat about Smich Raock, s populae-
iy ntemsificd. Responding o the merensed wse,
Oregon Seare Parks worked with climbers and
wstinaber] Fair and] reasonable regulanons,

You don't think about this when vou're on the
roack, however, That's one of the best things about
climbing: focus. Tiny rock crvstls reflecr the sun.
Mimute bumps and saucershaped  depresaons
become cssential finger- and foothelds. Trustand
|{ui||¥_ VA limics mhe e w [ oo e S|P Ii's
yoeu ancd your belaver mking care of cach odher,
When I'm climbing | don't think aboutr anything
except where miy hands and feer aee and where
they'ne going m ke,

Because it had been a vesr ance T'd been
Smirh Rock, I made myv way to Cinnamon Skb—a
beginner's climb o pracice huggng the rock,
From the top, the Shab also offers bucolic views of
pieamicking Fumibics and lshemen whipping their
rods through the air,

At the bottom of the Slab | sowe Mick, an Avs-
rralian | orce climbed wirh in Yosemioe, He vas
waiting around, sang up potental cdinbing pa-
ners. We shook kands, and he asked, "Give ita
wod” | nodded sml asked abour sy roure clo-
aures. "The wual,” he replicd, pointing with his
chin ge the west, “The Faleons ane soll langing o
o the difis so the rangers have askoed us o keep
away,”

Beside us i o Timberline Mounmin Guides,
Inc., closs. Becnuse 1275 an effoctine way for people
to learn abour personal bwiss and fisk manage-
ment, dimbirg has become a popular teadhirg
tood For adule and youth-aensk. Instructor Perer
Kane is tclling the stadents rot wo reach oo high
for lendholbds bac e approsch the dinab prece by
i, Move up an inch, sbow and seody, he sos,
Ilill.l'a.:lil |'r'|\'|||i.ll :ll.ll.l-l L ill'li.' L6 IJLF i VLl h._ﬂll'l [k ] '.l'.h
(515 Kl

“Clinibing!” [ shoure g Mick, and boegin o oecp
slowly 1o the rop of dhe firse pich, My arms an:
tin.u.l rn||11 ||1.-;_'|:q1|ﬂ |'|.‘||'ri.| l.n{|'u.l||.'i|'||; II'.'!.'M:IF Lp wl:'lt.ll
ehvey should be used forbalanee, levong the legs do
all the waork, Clombang shaonalcl be pase like walking,
except on a highly indined surface. Bodk shoes
with i|'|-,."|'v|,:|,|iH'_|.' 'xt'u,!k_l." nihher sobes |:'|l:]|'r g['lIL'
LLCH L Fet o this pocck like ﬂH:g'.:'u_-._

Climbers have a repuration for bemg darcdiaals,
bie char den'e really the casc; they are eareful and
ﬂ'ﬂ'lhrHEl".‘i tr"t: I'I'I:'I:"'.'IIH.I:' I.".I.'r:ITI'II'IE'. A I.'.IITI'II'h.'r
does, cvery move made, embodics 3 well-caloular-
el risk. Even ved to a bebayer—the person who will
revher and monizor vour rope @ keep you from
falling—vou dimb on your own, finding your own
swty, itbcledd ol by yoLe own eyes.

After my initial success, | gpos cocky, thinking |
could dha maors than gravity woukl albaw. Manting

my fect finmby on the rock, 1 reached for a large
leckpe millimeters bevond my grasp. Straining, [
leancel into the rock and felt my Feer slide om
Frowm under me. [t hnp]'xnulac- fFast chiar instead of
shounng “Fallmg™ all 1 could muster was,
“Ulhrnmghitt,” as my body bumped inoo dhe slkab,
Abwree, Mick called, “MNo womies, ve got you”

In the 1.'.1|1:|p:|;;|1::-urb|.‘| thit l."".'lil'll: [ sl vo che
i overlooking Crooked River, The wind howds
thowgh the comyon where it hnshes apainss brown
rock walls, umed on cdpe like auneiform tablets,
At the end of the day cimbing helps remind vou

howy much there is to bive for.
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FIRE WATCHTOWERS
OFFER CAMPERS

SECLUSICN AND
SOLITUDE,

HIGHS

BY VALERIE FAHEY

s A ROOAL with o 30degree
vicw, a 6,686-feochigh solarium
with spectacular viseas across the
rreetops of Califomia inm MNev
da. As a lavender bog aurts rourd
the pine  trees below  ard
erbraces  the night, a cricket
aquartet tuncs up ncarky,

For o few d-'l.n., -inl:'-h 5 IHu—a
loackermnt  hirgh ahove o sea of
lockgepale pine. whitchark fir,
and hemdock near Lake Tahoe m
MNorthern Califormia’s Bldorado
Mool Foeest=is our hoad. Tt
pne of scones of seminetined U5,
Forcsa Service fire owers and
L\'il-\.l'a.'ll'l'a.'!l!l- 'a.u'.l"il'll"\- (RIS 1“-'11“-.“"‘.'
For public wse ot mies os low os

513 a niggh,

et seenie are Found along Cine
g il Wshingron's Coast and Cascades rangs
and in the Northern Rockics, There are 31 ook
outs in the Forest Servioc’s Oregon Washingron
regio | 14 mcicana] Foeresis ) md 75 bookows in s
IdahoSdontana repion {13 madonal foreaes), At
present, Bobb's Hur is the only one in Noerdhemn
Califoerndn, bt several more oee being refurbished.
Consructed in the early 1'MHs 25 wanchrowers
for wildfires o as doeprwiomds sheliers  For
paurel g rangers, Jookouts have become Targely
obsalee becuese of |'|i;,;ilu-|1.'v:.'|'| |i|:'|:~.-.|,‘i|.|l[i||.;.: Al
plares and infrared satellice photography.
In their mow role 55 pablic odging, these
usenmplicarcd quarrees offer visvors o rane wilder
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Accommodanions can be had ;
patorside, bur many of dhe
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