Will the aftermath bring vision (o flood control?

boods are nothing new, bat critically fraportant, it restores the ntural Anoaher unique program is also in the
decides of dam consiTEction, water Hecd contrel unctions of the Hoodplains,  works. The Emergency Wetlands Reserve
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the miyriad of govemimenal crganiza-
tions respansible for the £25 billion
ivested ever the lisa century in
structural flood control solwions in the
Misskssippd Biver basin, Last Augus,
with more than B0 [ecleral and mon=
federal levees (ont of 14000 over-
mpped or ruptaned, Lt Gengral Arthur
Williams of e Avmy Corps of
r;r'|$|t1-¢|:lﬁ naserted ithni “the federad
Hocd coniral syitem warked extremely
well,” i the Midwest. With the deluge
of dommpes exceeding 512 billkon, whal
would designate a system that filed?

Dvrecting a critical orrern anthe
Corps, among ohers, inthe wake of a
mammoth Mood 5 easy. Bal centwrics
al poor land management pracibces
have resulted inthe loss of more than
B0 million acres of wetlands from the
upper Mississippi and Missouri
drainages. Swdies show that weilands
oct as nntural sponges, storing run-olt
water and PECASINE 1L 3VEE LImie

Bui there 1= & silver linlng im the
clowds thar broughe the Hood's harsh
keeson. The p-n.'-:_t'lm':'l.l and |JI_!.:.I:'I:|'
strectural appreach o flood contral &
under scraliny, amdd mapor changes an
poasible,

The first bright sign was the
enaciment of a blLTHE. 3012) thay
mcreased the amownt of umling [Hom
§24 10 5105 millicn thanthc Federal
I5n|.'rg."|1.-|,':,- :‘-I,'nl'.'.-l.:.ll'n-.'ul .-'l.-l,:.ll'u::.'
{FEMAY has vo spead on relocation
Irem (koo -prome areas in the Midwest
This por af geld is enough to allow 207
river towns, totaling 10,000 struciures,
1 voluneer 10 relocate out of harm's
way. Relocation from the floodadain
not only prolects peopde wnd progerLy
log the |l.'ll'l;.‘. haiel, it alae redwees the
long=term burden an the taxpayer. And
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Put In

Congrvation Service expects offers of
five or s acres for every acte that can be
purchased,

These programs cemainly heed the
Climon Adminisuration’s call for
innovative and cost-elfective approasches
12 flood control that reduce long-term
Mool losaes ard restore Moodplains
Aliernatively, the cost to rebuild levees
runs at $1 miliion or more per nile, This
cost i largely (BC percent) borne by the
federal government, even though the
majority of levees 1o be rebuil o
repairedd were pril."u.h."l:,' built or mpin-
tained

Environmental organizations, led by
Amernican Bivers, the World Wildlifz
Fund ard the Environmental Defense
Fumd, have also erphasized the need for
[ @ comprehensive interagency Mood
connrel strategy. Ar the federal bevel,
more than 25 subdivisiong ol 12
cepartirens and agencies have some
small picce of the nation's Nood comtral

puzzle. Add e that regional, state and local
inflaence over drainage imd Meod control,
and the result is a sysiem conflused by the
tyranmy of small decisions, often working
a1 Cross puUrpases.

A potencial saning poine on the
kegislative fromt may be H.R. 2031, It
wioald awhorize the Army Corps of
Engineers 1o do a comprehensive anslysis
of [leodplain mansgement in the Upper
Missiszippd River basin, Critics, commencl-
ing the proposed bill in substance, argue
thai the task should taly be an invegrated
effert drawirg upon the expertise of these
n agriculiural, fver science and commu-
nity development.

Fingers have long been pointed at the
Hatioral Flood Insurance Prograrm,
bounded m 1965, [or encouragng develop-
ment in food-proce sreas, The progmm
mnde focd Insurance avatlable fos
property m hazardsws amexe, in return for
enactmen and enlorcement of Noadplaln
management regulations designed 1o

reduce futare food losses. However,
according Lo American Rivers. the
number of dwellings built in the nation's
22,000 llood-prone communities has
gctwally risen by 40 percent since e
program was adopted. Tninoduced last
viear, HE. 3191, the Flood Insurance
Reform Act. is pending in Congress

As Washingron muwddles throwgh
these and other proposals, the opporu-
niry for change is clear for American
Rivers Presicent Kevin Coyle, “Let's
reunite rivers with their maural {lood-
plaing, il possible, When we rebabld
bevees, let's do so Barcher awny fram the
river to allow more room bor rising
walers, We need to offer real choioss 10
people who wish o relocace out of the
Mcodplain,

There are many lessons the mighuies,
river in Amereca l.'l'l.l.EI‘lI: us this summer.
The price of igeoring this kson yel again
wauld bz unconscionably high.” Il

Paddling Events

Bulletin Board

B April 8-10, Eighteenth Annual American Red Cross Canoe and
Kayak School, Clevelamd, Ohia. The ficst ol scveral paddling
programe far Ohicans. Contact Bob Benheld, Gremer Clevelared Rexd
Cross Chapeer, (2180 431.3323 or the Ohio Division of Watercrali,
Cleveland, (2168 351-1212.

W Apal 5-10, Canoe Expo 94, Etabicake Olympiem, Ontario.
Three days of seminars, exhibitors and demonsirations on paddling.
Comzet Ganee Oniarsa, 1220 Shepard Avenue E., Suite 323,
Willowdabe, Crniario M2K 2X1; (+16) 4954180,

B April 16-20, Rigging for Resoue. Professionsl seminar in technical
recze work bor people myvolved inorescuz. Alse in May and jume.
Caomiact P.O. Bex 399, Divermere, Prilish Calumbla Caracls VaA 1KY
(B0 3h2-6042,

W April 22-24, The Canoe Event & Ouidoor Advenimre Expo,
Miclwest Mounaineering, Minneapolis, MN. Friday 5:00 - 10:00 pem,
Satnirday 900 am - 5:00 pm, Sunday 1100 am - 3200 pm, Contsel
Miclwest Mounainzerng (6121 3303433

W April 24, Ouideor Advendone Expo, Monmemh County Park
Syaaem, Turkey Swamp Park, Georgin Road, Freehold Township, For
e information call (908) 242-4000, cxiension 206,

W April 30 - May 1, Seartle Paddlelest, Lake Washingon, Seank:

April 30th - canoes, May L5t - kayaks. For mere informankon coniact
Pacific Waler Spons (206 246-9385

Fur @ FREE katings sanel wwent raiosd B! Blivtin Beard. Crscs & Kipak magming, PO, Bow 2195, Firkdand, WA 580001 Fac £204) BE7-28%3. Send maberialk ot leas! st mondss belon weert dates.

B May T-25h, Annoal Manasquan River Canoe Bace. 8-mile cance
and kayak mce. Contact Monmaouth County Parks, 805 Mewman
Springs Road, Lineroft, M| O7738; (S08) 842-4000. Deadling Aprl 20.
B May 14-21, Natioaal River Cleanup Week. Third annaal event o
berver more than 13,000 miles of waterivays. Join in and clean up your
Ervariie streamn! In 1993, meore than 20,000 volusesrs scoured over
11,0050 miles im over 400 cleam ups. Contact National River Clearup,
PO Box 1348, Knawodlle, T 37001 ; (6150 5244814

B May 3729, West Michigan Constal Kayaking Sympesicm, Big
Blue Lake, Muskegom ML Coneact Al Andegaon, WMCHA, PO Bax
1706, Frankfor, M1 49635; (616) 352-7774.

B Junc 11-12 L.L. Bean Canee Camp (formedy known a3 the Nonh
American Canoe Symoosium}, 8 Camp Winona on Moose pood in
Bridpon, Malne. For more nformation call (8040) 3414341

B Junc 11-12, Third Anneal Lake Horon Sca Kayak Workshop,
Towas City, Michigan. Sponsored by the Nonheastern Michigan Sierra
Club, Features Brlish Canoe Umion certified instnaction on all {ncels of
the spon, and demos, and evening bl music program. Conuact Gar
Melkie, 218 Wes Bay Sarect, Es Tawas, MU 8730, (317) 362-2001.
[ | _Ful.].' 1, I.:l.l|:li1:':| Grreal Bace, Amorican Biver near Sacramengo, CA
20 -year obd vitathlon feanwres paddiing, and Benclits recreational
epportusities e peaple with disahilities, Comiact Eppie’s, 1700 1
Sereet, Suite 120, Secramenes, CA 95814 (8000 T33-2020 or

(16} 366-1040
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