Forest Fires
Burning lssues in the
Urban-Rural Interface’
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Diovuglas Leigz spent over 45 years ight-
ing and studying hires with the US. Fonest
Service, Retired o, Lessz retainsa unique
view of fire in the Interface that transcends
current political and ecomomic rezlities,
Ironscally, Leisz comments, “A lot of work
has been done recently on issues we knew
the answers to years ago, but couldn’t liﬂ
people to understand.” That issue is the
concept of “defensible space”

Defensible space means providing a
nont-combustible bufier to surround your
harme ard reduce the chances of catastroph-
ic fire. This includes using only Class-A
roofs, managing vegetation, providing
space for unwr}umq".'chi-:l-: Ingress/epress,
reduscing woady debris and refocating fire-
wond ﬁc; avary from buikdings. Up to 80
sercent of wildfine home bosses could have

sen prevented by these common sense
precautions, Lack of defensible space was
an issue with the devastating 1991 Oak-
land, California Interface conflagration,
Marmow strects, explosively mmEm-tLﬂu
vegetation growing over and around
hormes, and incredible fue pccumulations
all contributed 10 a disaster that cost 25
lrves, 3400 homes and millions of dollars

A 191 California lave has taken the lead
in defensible space and required fire miti-
gatson m [ nlerface subdnisions. Water sup-

lies, emengency access and fued loads must
> maintamed and managed. Home sites
bave been dhinamated in unsafe bocations and
roads rebocted 10 assist emergency vehicles,

An added horror of the Miller's Reach
fire invalved people isokted fom e ol
grid in homes with enly private airplane
or boat occess, Firchighters amply could
not get to these places and the residents
were o theirovm 5m|1-,=l’|r;l~:|'|ﬂ.'iu'|i~:!1 in
the bower 48 contend that Interface resi-
demts miust be e self=reliant in dealing
with wildland fire,

Bait as John See, a foresier with Alaska’s
Department of Natural Resources, poimnts

\

out, helping yourself doesn’t guarantee
vou'll be .1th|: 1o save your houwse, Many
Miller’s Reach fire victims chose o ignore
suggestions w0 evacuate and tried w pro-
tect their property. “Thos: without delen-
sible space almast bost their Ives and were
unable 1o save their homes,” he savs. De-
fensible space is, after all. not a panacea.
conTACT: LS Forest Service, PO Box
56090, Washmngton, DC 20090-6090/( 202)
HiE-1760, — Peser fackef

Honk If You Love
Canada Geese

fs Ower-Familianily furning
These Birds, Once a Thrilling Sight,
it & Nuisance?

haortly after six every morning, they
S:;l'm'.'.' up at Debbie Glaseock’s back
gate in rural Michigan, a l;aﬁ;h: of a
dozen or so, honking noisily for their
breakfasts, The neighbors call Glascock
*Mother Goose,” not just because shes
falkens into the habit of feeding her resident
giant Canada goose population, but also
Pecsinss she leads 3 small band of activists
called Friends of the Dacks and Geese.
Glasoock s embroiled in the controversy
that has crupted across North America
over o stunmng and uncxpected recovery
in populations of reskdent Canada BOCSE
ln SO sfes, Sl sl '-"."ill.'"'I.I'." |'I'|'ﬁl:i:1.|= AR
trying to redhuce numbers by addling (shak-
ing o prevent atching) eggs moving gos-
lirigs to game preserves, or killing adult binds.
But Glascock’s group believes human
efforts to contral lﬁ:: bird populations an
aciyally contributing to the ncreases.
“Wirve contended that the stress thise binds
are put under is causing them 1o have more
babées.” she says. “ They e threatened every
year by having their babics taken away,
and they compensate by having more”
Creese hateh anywhere from five o caght
voung a vear. Thev're overrunning many
urban arcas and parks in the U5, and
Canada, Wildlife biokomsts have taken 1o
calling them *sky carp™—carp being "junk”
fish mobsody wants The southeast Michi-
Fau population, where Debbie Glascodk
ves, B catimated at 194,000 birds, F

How to defuse
the population
time bombh?

ENDING THE EXPLOSION
shows the way.
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“h arefully wioighl won ol apprisal
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Dionald Lana, Pepppnl MFG
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