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Calthedeal Hock is a massive cliff of colsmnar
basalt — o spaciacular view leoking back upriver,
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Eanté Cenéral

outh Certral Oragon is Known

as the gateway 1o the Cas-
cades. Fram LaPine scuth to
Chemult ... Crescani & Gilchrist
wast o COdell Lake ... South Ceniral
Qregon is an unspoiled arca noted
for snowcapped mounfain peaks,
suparor fishing, camping, hiking,
boating, and sailing.

Mumersus resors, lodging, res-
fauranis, spods shops, and mer-
chants are open year-rcund to
provide sanices.

Crescent Creek
cnuges & RV Park

I'I"mdnd’ Site on the Creek
Convendence Stone & Gas
DPEN YEAR-ROUND
Mile Post 71, Hwy 58
(341) §33-2324

the Bloe Mountains. This riythm of the
river transfers o its visitors, o, For the
people who choeose to run this wild and
scenic river, there is time enough for
everylhing.
Tired of spring rains and the crush of
people in Seatthe, my wife, Jennie, and [
decaded we needed a fiew days far from
the maddening crowd. Our guidebooks
deseribed a wild land along the John
Day River, where piciographs, aban-
doned farmhouses, and working mnches
line the shores, Heading further we
learned of basalt cliffs and lava flows,
sagebrush vegetaton, wide vistas, good
camping spots, and excellend birding.
“Perfisct!™ we bodh exclained

Having only three days available for
paddling, we chose th do the upper seg-
ment of the river's main bramch.  This
45-mile section, berween Service Creek
Bridge and Clamo, i shorter than the
northern  stréteh  from  Clamo 1o
Cotonwodd Bridge or the more diffi-
cult Morth Fork, Thers would be only
three moderate rapids with e remain-
der of the mver a lie, lazy paddle.
Beyond food amd salety isswes, the only

preparation we made involved contacl-
ing the Service Creek Trading Post 10
arrange a car shurtle to the take-out.

We found plenty of answers 1o the
question of why people love to float the
John Doy River, Our first day out we
camped wo miles beyond Twick-
ingham Bridge, about 13 miles below
Service Creek. Our canoe foated past
volcande bumes, cliffs, basalt Mows, and
linke rolly-polly hills that have eroded
from who knows what previous shape.
Cr evies feasted on the lend’s rich ter-
racatty colar and (e conrasting biee
sky. Following the smooth brown river,
we wenz ensily Tooled ino believing
that the water blends amd disyppears
infe the mountains.  Then, aroum] o
bend, wed see more rver, and the illu-
sion repeated ivselll

Still, we T w be ready for anyihing.
Early that first day, at Russo Rapids
(rofed closs 2, oar cunoe swamped with
the murky water aml forced us to shoee,
A cremture called to us, sounding like a
semi-truck’s “Jake brake,” as we bailed.
When the canoe was dry, we searched
fior our companion and found him, a sil-
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Groveries = Gay « Fsprmsss
Teske ~ Pecpant = Mok Jeivics

Dremers, Mark & Wikl = (G417 433-5358

HOW TO GET THERE: T put-b for Pl U Canoe rum on
the John Day River |s a1 Service Creek Bridge at the confiuence
ol Oragon State Roule 19and 207, The lawer run begena ot
Clameo Bridge on State Rowls 218 balween Fossil and Antelags.
Crvarnight accommodations, gas, and supplies can ba lound in
Candon and Fossil, Contact the Sarvice Creak Trading Posl,
(503) 468-3331, al least one woek before your rip if you want to
arranga acar shullle.
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ver dollar-sized tond resting within the
rocky shoreline,  Someane oace told
me, “The bigper the blow, the smaller
ithe toad,”” ard that was cerainly the
case this time. The song of these
“croakies,” as we called them. followed
i all the way 1o the end of our jacrmey.

About this time we became aware of
the incredible diversity of birds slong the
river. Reduail hawks cruised above in
endless circles, Common sighthawks
boltcd from one comer of the sky to the
ether. White-thropted swifts, ond three
kinds of swallows darted in and out over
the river as they nabbed Mying insects.
Whenever we paddled close to shone,
Mocks of Brewer's Blackbirds would nse
up ina cawingchaorus and then settle back
inthe same place once wie hd passed.

Western meadowlarks sang; their
bubbly voices reminded us of water
flowing over rocks. The moeckng song
of the Canyon wren frequently accom-
panied us during the hot afterncons as
we packlled through the basalt flows.
The Spotted sandpiper and Killdeer,
birds wsually of moist environs, stood
out by their presence in this arid land-
scape and reminded us of how desert
rivers exist as ribbons of life.

Paddling the John Day scemed 1o

A lload lrip doesnt hawe b mesn Bing on reeza-tried,

tashetss meals!
SPRING 1998

claw down ime and we hn‘g:hn ta el
mul of pl.u:c'_ s if we didn’t belong to
thiz century,  This characterigic of the
outdeors is 3 good teacher of how to pet
along with less and appreciate the sim.
pler things in life. For Jennic and me,
the biggest events of that fivst day werne
Russo Rapud, a Killdeser calling. a tnad
singing, scaring hawks, and 2 light
bresee blowing. It made me wonder, in
a cuolture that sirives to plesse our every
whim, why we were always starved for
personal. up-close, expericnees,

The second day, | awoke eady and
went for a swim. The conl waer felr
nice against my warm skin, 1 walked
through shallow water along the shope,
and mud roitled up betwesn my toes,
The clouds of silt billowed up and o
bencath my feet, and the river carvied i
away hike streamiers,

After breskfast and loading up our
gear in drybags, we shoved ofT and pro-
ceeded on. Our murky river began to
clear up. Jenmic, in the stem, paddled
and steered. The only excitement of the
day irvolved mnning the second and
third rapads of the trip. both a cinch. We
saw some other canoeists “liming™ the
rapids, pulling their bopis zleng the
shore in the shallow water,

We armived carly w our
second camp at 2 bend in the
river, An old juniper cast a
giant shadow, and we set our
deck chairs oun under it. A
few feet away, soméone had
built a firepin and Alled i
with lots of broken glass and
Beer cans (mol everyone re-
spects the beauty of ths
place). While Jenmie read 2
cheap novel, | pulled out my
worn copy of Moron Peck’s
Mavinal af the Higher Plonts
af Crepon, and went leoking
for Blooms,

Ihere  weren’t  mamy
Either | was tao carly or too
lae, and meost of the vegeta-
non  beyend the rniver's
boundary wos dred op. |
found the plant life to be 8
mononous mix of pinyon
pine, juniper, and sagobnash
Yel, | found a simple plea-
sure in the lack of biological
diversily, boeause the lad-

Cenrtinned on page 37
fefter Food & Fuar inserd)

WORLD CLASS EDUCATION
IN BEND, OREGON

Maximum class stee of 1T
Excellent academics, arts and athiletics
Active, hands-on bearmang
Friendly, sale, caring environment
Dyeamie, challengicg carricubam
10186 collegfe scoeplance rale

SUNRIVER
PFREPARATORY SCHOOL
SERVING GRADES PRE-K THROUGH 12
Call bor rformalion: 841.319.9020
Thss Eocking Mioree B # Hend, Orgon

SPRING ACTIVITIES
IN & AROUND MADRAS

Exploring The Museum
at Warm Springs
Fishing at Lake Billy Chinook,
Haystack Reservoir and
on the Deschutes River

Trying your luck at
Indian Head Casino &t
Hah-Mee-Ta Resori

Upcoming Events
at the Jefferson County
Fairgrounds

April 9-11; Sporis and
16-18; Recreation Show

April 11: Sprinvg Fling

May 11=13: Vedusleers o
Whaals Aanual Rally

Anthentic Mexican “Food
in a Family Atmosphore
‘.? i1y
RESTALURANT
[ e
Real Tequilla & Wine Margaritas
kex|can Sexfood Specialties
American Dishes

Take CHIT OFCSrS ANVAILIENE
Sanilors & CRBTnans DECOUNTS ST £ MO

QDM SUNL-TILIFL S-5:30; FfL=-538 10=11

43 SW ath 56, = Madras = 375-6078
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JOHN DAY RIVER
Contimeed from page 23

ness of the John Day River had scized
me, and 1 didn’t have any interzst in
identifving every Nower im 1l waorld

That evening we sharsd our camp with
Brian amd Krista, two other canoeisig
bent on escaping the erush of webhan life
Wie discussed the merits of fot versus
paddidle travel in the wildemess.

“I like how river irips move o fase”
said Brian. “You Meat through he
socnery like that,” and he snapped his fin-
gers, “and then you move on”

| argucd with him, =1 dor®t see the
speed of the tap as a blessing ™ We had
comee 13 miles than day and could have
casily dene more. Being an avid back-
packer, 1 kad w add, “f
miss having access b my
gear. It"s always tied
doawn in the boat and in a
drybag.” Brian reminded
mie thad | showld adapt by
kocping o “purse” with
csscntials mearby

Chinz thing oa which we
could all agree was low
ciasy il was 1o stay clean
afl the fiver. There was
one other facet of river
trips in a4 cance that |
000
Brian retneved a cold
dnink lrom his e chest,

Our  third
staried with o chorus of
meadowlivrks. Ome Tincded
an the gunwales of the canog amd in-
specicd things, We waiehed as the Nock
descended upson the o and “discussed
the contents, They secemed 1o approve,
becanse they didn’t rearrange anything
b fore Mying ofT.

This last chay oun was heavy with i
smicl] of hay a5 maore and more working
ranches were encountercd. We had lef
BLM land and entered privaie properiy.
Water pumps hummeed, feeding the min
birds that imrigaled the fclds., Cows
came down 1o the river, stood in e
fepid water, and drank, We were glad
we bronghi the water filier,

Al a long curve s Ihe river, we
passed o massive clilf of columpar
basall known as Cathedral Rock. That
waxs our cue thal we were approsching
seme Indian pictographs. The pics
iographs were e f@int that ey wene

SPRING 1289

appreciatad,  as

TR TTTE

difficuln 1o fird, but 1l time was worlh
i. We could make out pictures of a
dead tree, a hand pant. and a nuan rua-
ming with feathers in hand, Jennue and |
[maghed, contemplanng how this Indion
rock art anticipated abstract art, not only
by centuries, hut civiliztions

Thonal the current became stronger,
an upstream breere made us work hard
during the last eiohi miles 1o the Clamo
Bridae ake-out. Afler three penceful
days, we suddenly encountered a tiny
urban willage, Where the road crossed
the river, dozens of cars were parked
every which-way in the 90°F heat. Owar
bigest challenge of e trip become got-
ting ourcanoeout of the water, across the
dirt parking lot, and onito the van

Acrogs the river we saw nn ohan-

TOP: Ruwsa Rapid is ono of throo moderals
ragids ol Ihe weers upoer Segiment.

BOTTOM; Tho Indan piclographs ang faint
st wosrth Ehe sHo 1o findd

doned school house, its wooden walls
sphintered and weathering into the
gromnd. Hard to believe that this dry,
desodite land once sustained enough
people to suppost & ame-room school. |
couldn 't imagine those people enjoving
the change today: o was far and away
v niwisy anad busy for counitry folk.

In retrospect, Clama seemed like an
unfinting end 1o the trip, but it had its pur-
pose toa. Put-in and take-out served as
bookemds. They were the punctuation
that gave the nyver joumey meaning and
form. Every expeditioncarries withit the
element of risk, the possibiliy that you
may learm semething about yourself,
YOUF sUmourEiings, your envirsmament. [n
conirast tothe past lnzy doys, the camival
mtmosphere of Clarne reminded us why
w needed o get away.

We loaded wp the boa
and fled the craziness,
But we weren't prepared
for whnt happened nest.
Leaving the river. the
ol road went stroight e, as
| 0w of o grave, uniil we
reached a corpulent band
of green fanms and black
highways., Leoking o
across (e hills one would
have never puessed a
river lay below. But the
Johin Dy was there, oul
of zight and owt of time;
an anachronism among
anachromisms in the wan-
ing 20th century. o

WHEN WM GO Admieizsfored fv He
Hurenn of Lo Wemagemeny, i Joive Doy
River i fod sofely by run-of” foe the Bliee
Marsanaas, .Hl;l'\qnuu: ||.'\.|'\uIJ.||'r vl iy ||||'|'\-
ois cne alvisrvs fan fTrey, ol Besr rimees fo Fur
thir Al fhey are Manch Serough Dime. Re-
cwmneieded fows are bebaven 2000 e
O, W i fiewt par seconad fofvh. Ropirely o
campeite comdilons change, becaire wader
feveds vary, Check befre feavime! This is
high, ard cmiry, s miphts aro e geiie
Covnl Ve IR I ks are warnr. Ble pres
Fared winh plesny of eeirkiing warer, jockers,
hars, il snblocd, Ay wewr o PED
fpeeanmal floradion divice) !

Perer Backed v da Seannle sl [ g o AR

Jor The Highline Tinses e Dhes Moines

Mews.  He o feughf wigh sobeod soleace,
hevar am elvmeniay solonl principnd and
surhed oy o Fovearell Molagst for the SEAM
aad Vetvran's Adwinistration.  He i owr-
renily af wirk oo @ novel
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