E;uu’re new to paddling, whether it be kayak touring, canoeing, or whitewater

:-—plddlinﬁ, everything that goes along with it is also probably new. And

‘sometimes it may seem that “everything that goes along with it” is more

tﬁl'ﬁcult than the sport itself, New philosophies of wilderness use are _

~replacing the simplistic slogans of the past. As the millennium f.x”’ —#‘
“approaches, we are all learning to Leave No Trace.

Far beginning campers, admonitions to leave na trace of your coming and g -
godng may feel like a burden: “Wasn't it difficali cnough to maneuver N
my heavily loden kayak through that awful gorge? "'m cold, wet,
tiree, amd hungry, and now some agency In an office Tur, far
avay eapects me to “ltake nothing bui pictures,
leave nothing but feotprinis’? What | really 5 ===~ =
nant is a big fire and a soft place 1o pitch my [/
teal. Forgel about the consequences.™

Actuplly, the precepis of Leave No Traee, as
oullined by the National Ouideor Leadership
Schimed (NOLSY, wnder the direction of ihe 15,

Forest Service and other federal land-use agen-

cies, recognize that all backeountry campers and

siluations aven't the same. According o NOLS, =4 »
busic temet of the LNT program is ihai education is 1’
maore effective than regulation in madifsing backesonirs r
visitors” behavior, snd iherefire education is keyv 1o preseryinge the eco-
losgical health of sur wildlymds,™

With LNT, attitude and awareness are the main poinis, rather
than rules and regulations, To be an effective ow-impact
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