Cam

KAYAK CAMPING SHOULD

BE FUN. DOING A LITTLE
PLANNING AND
FOLLOWING PROPER CAMP

ETIQUETTE WILL MAKE IT SO.

You set out along a wild coastline where you can
hear no sounds but those made by nature, and sce
no lights but those cast by the sun, moon, and
stars. For days, you and your friends will live off
only what you can carry in your kayaks,

When you first leam to kayak, day trips may
satisfy your quest for adventure. As your skills
increase, the dream will come, as it comes © us
all, of multi-day sea touning excursions. Kayak
camping without pain requires that you be orga-
mzed and develop an outdoor ethic. Every
minute of pre-trip planning and organization will
be repaid immeasurably. Traveling without
trashing the wilderness will assure that thoss

who follow enjoy the same expenence as you.

By Peter Stekel
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The basics for camping without pain
e _'..i]ﬂrlll.'. Every camper is interested
i thrge things: to remain dry, warm,
angl swell=fiegl,

STAYING DRY

Thiene are few places whene sea kayakers
will view tems as superfluous. Besides
shedding the rain, they serve to deflect
the sum and prosiade prvacy
in large groups or different
cultures, A pood tent is
peobably one of the most
imporiand camping  mvest-
ments you'll ever make,
don 1 skanip. I"nrgd.'l the dig-
counl-stame  variely  and
shop for o queality brand and
model that will mect. or
even excesd, your needs,

In deceding on a e, ot s
olten best to thiak i erms
ol wWOrsl-Case  SCENarios.
Have wou cver boen con-
fimcd to a bivy sack for two
days while it mined owtsibe?
Do you realize how gasy it
15 [or that six=fool=tall can-
vits wall et 1w Blow avway
charang dU-rnph winds? Have
you ever trcd 10 pound a
tent stake imo solid rock,
sand, or grvel?

Ta minimise the change
of lesks, ook for tems sk
fullcoverage rain Mics and
taped seams, Measure ihe
haich cover of your boai,
amd dont buy o tent s big or
bulky that it won't fit in,
Fimgl o shelter thea will be comionalle loa
h:ll‘l'il‘ll.',._‘il.lﬂ B G 00 s rnin a ol Ceet
sofeihing with a vestibale where wet
gear canm e siored.

A feesanding ten s essentiol For
camping on rocky bemches thot won’
meeepl sthes, And speaking of siakes,
Besive Al |1u|'|||..'1:i:,: wluminumn skewers
ab home: and invest in somelhing longen
and more heayy-duy.

Take a wmerprool aop o pul below
il teim amd another one (o pas over it,
The tirg Below you will protect e fend
Mesor. The tarp above will proyade
shile on sunny dieys aml abo give you
adry place o orcet your lent bin Ui gaiin,
Beteer o pack a wen tarp than a wel
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tert. Just in ease, take exira partbage-
codripactor bags fior bath.

Inwest in quality ram gear. Some peo-
ple swear by CGeore-Tex, while others sy
it's finee untal 1 gets dirty. Whetler you
decide on Gore=Tex or eoted mylon, get
rain gear that has the Ffewest seams
bevaise that's where water is most likely
o leak through. Avodd spending large

A kayaher loads up in the Sea of Cortez, in Baja
California, Mexbco,

sumis for (nilly Gealuees ke liners oo
inskle pockes. Rain geor is for rin, w6
savle, Witly tluat in mind, your min gear
should be oversiznl s0 you can wear
h-||.||r.,:,.' iz, warms) clodhing underneath.

Finally, take a waterprood hat, sonwe-
thiryg that will stick out fram the hood of
your mamm jecket. 7 you wear glasses,
o’ 1 be prastelial for anything that keeps
i stoem ot of your face,

STAYIMG WARM

Skimping on slecping bags i3 probably as
silly as buying a clwcap enl. Most sea oar-
i brips are mesde in moakerate weather, so
ailess you plan an Arclic gk, buy a bag
wilh o reasonable tomporature rting. Find
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