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BY PETER STEREL

Cranky, cancmberous and difficult o pan aliong with nde,
imsolent and uneracefuld wes how his contemgomries descrbead
David Douglas. But he also contributed more g0 our
knowledoe of West Coast barany than snyooe belione or simce
by collecting and documenting the flora of Orepon Temicon
froen 1825 o 1633, To understand these dscrepancies woukd
b o appeeciate Dosglis and bis dmis.

Buorn in Scotkand, 0 1799, Dovglas =0 anmeyed his
pasenes with his rebellions behavior thar he was apprenticed
ro o gardener ar age 11, Gardening in those days didn's
involve mowing lawns and
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Awakening the folbawing moming be discovenal his kenle

bead maclind  Duonghe fimnd sdace, however, in heating just
sy winket b his Civder bos Bor @ spis ol pea,

Retuming homse i 1827, Douglas became o vekebrnity,
Taut Ive s i ieticenn oddball i sckery — Jonnr and anable
i mix sctally, Dol alienated oo-workers who alseed his
colbections. He had riskod Lis life for thise plams, amd mang
] Ty shumaed 1o fongotien comers, where they bocens
mokh-eaten mnd seles

T e of Lonekon was erwanzhe In 1829 Dyosedas sailad
bk g thee Mew Workl, never wo s the O3 agaln.  Previous
hasdbhipes okl o the young mu; s epesighit began o Gal il
I s described as promatuncly

clipping hiedos.  Gardeners were
emploved w0 maintain the large
esgates thot became the mide] for
Mew York's Centeal Tark.
Ervmiried of planes, Diouglas early
interest man's
CONSAUM NG PAssion.

In the stratified sociery of
I®h-cenmry Banan, Douglas sose
rapidly. Throogh his patron,
William Hooker, Douglas was
chosen for a solo expedition n

became a

1825 to collecr eastern Morth
Amencan it free varsetses o7
propagation at the newly
established London Homicudoural
Society. Encouraged by his success, in 1324 the Sociery senr
Douglas o Colimbea River country.

Under the protection of the Hudson Bay Company,
Doughis spenk the next three years tavehng neardy 10,000
miles by boat, horse and foot, His astignment was 1o
document the fora of the Pacific Morthwest and send bome
sampdes of planits worthy of propagation for English gardens.
Dougls was sccesfil beyond the Society™s willess dreums.
Proceads from culiivating just one plant, the red-lowerned
currant, more than paid for Douglas” expedation,

Flane colbecting was exciting, exhasting and dengenogs.
Three timmes Dougles almost drovmed whibe hoating sapads on
the Columbia and Fraser rivers. While collecting samplis of
sugar pine, be was ser upon by natives intent on theft, o
worse. Une evening, Diouglas fell adeep while boaling water.

Ciavid Denpias,

ol His spien saill sanomg, baar uis
comstitucion broken, Doupglas
windered the Columibin nogion, |
hotanized central California, 3
peturned north, and lost his™
extensively derailed jourmal and
it of his plants whie descending
Canack's Frser River.

His curkins death on the blg
island of Hawaii, in 1834,
combtinees oo mysily and mmigue
historizs. Doughs was rampled
to death when he fell into a deep
pit uzed to caprure feral canle.
Ex=comvict Edward Gumes lived
nearhy, and his police recond led
some o sespect musder, Orhers, aware of Dougls” filing
eyeapht, believe he fell into the pit reaching fix one lisa
blessom. Today there are others wheo suspect siicide becinse
Diaselss = now kneem o have angrily sovered e with his
employers, and s joumaks reflect & mind shattered by oo
many years of suffening ond hard travel, The mystery may
niever be salved, undoranmely, bocase the only witnes
Dionsg s cheath wias his Sooitie diog

David Diouglas lived during a oime when what you did
was worth domg npht. In 1826 be wrose to o inend, “Most
cheerfully kabour | will for this year withow remuneration.”
Douglits weas devoted 1o botany, and while he gave his life
in pursuit of what he loved, his name lives on in the
ety of the Douglas fir and im several dooen ather pla
of the Nosthwest. [T
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