o W

R ;

o 2 -"H;hﬂ

L .." |"‘I "r ? E ,‘-.‘%j .
: be route |

g .i' - W Uit i_:.?)?{?fn:éf

¥ “ v '{ _lE. I
"" , A of Amegican . T

oy ﬁﬂ}iiﬂmm%mm 1 2
.""“. ffﬂurﬂ&m:'!!?mfs and il .

:.. . 3 ,"F :i ._ ..
-ﬁyf’im with an urgeto |

discover an important™
. = chapter of frontier

|| S A -ﬂm William Clark
bt P great fun for I

ol
4y history.



n May 14, 1804, Capuain

Meriwether Lewis, 29, and

f'npl:l'ir William Clark, 33,
st gur on what would become one
of the great expeditions through
Amenca's Western Frontier

Leading a group of 43 men called
the Corps of Discovery, the two
-;-x;:-l-m-rs lefy '!.:.mnp Wood {in preseni-
day Mlincds, just 2 few miles [rom Si.
Lous, Missouri} with presidential
arders o find an over-land roure
acrass the Rocky Mountains wo the
Pacific Ovcean, to strengehen ULE,
clrimns on che Chregon rerritary, and o
l_!..'ll;h.,'r information about Magive
Americans and the country. From his
journal, William Clark observed the
histaric ﬂ:-p.‘:n-l.n-, “In the presence af
many of the neighboring inhabatants,
[we] |1n:h,'¢'|.'|.|r.'|:|. on under a 5|:|:|L'|1.'
breezs up the Misoun.”

Thus began a joumey thae would
take more than owo years o complete,
For Lewis and Clark, che u-:n.pc'iil:mn
wis [illed with danger and harsh coen-
ditions 15 they traveledd th r.m|:'J:| mostly
wild and uncharted terrtony.

Luckily, modern-day explorers
can enjoy comformable oravel and il
trage the original path of the imous
expedition, State amd county highways
run parallel to much of Lewis and
Clark’s crail, And you'll have a much
easicr rime searchang for fond and shel-
rer, | here are |1-||.'n|::." af 51:-::43 TS I
rans, overnighe lodgings, and camp
sires along the Lewas and Clark Trail.

Indeed, rracking che Lewis and
Clark Trail, which is one of 11 desig-
nired nartional historic orails in the
Uninzd Srzres, has become a |m|:l|.1|.11
pastime for many ravelers who want
1o discover thelr own adventure and
learm a liode bie of history along the
way, Visiting the acrual sites where
-;,':l;]:llu-rq‘r\ like Lewis :'|I1-|.‘I l'.:..'u'k once
sood i an excitng, fun, amd memo-
rable way for kids 1o learn history. And

just for the heck of it, try keeping a
journal of your erip, Capiain Clark's
wrtren document of the expedicion
has proven 10 be an invalunble record.
It ook Lewis and Clark morce
than a year to oravel down the
Missouri River by keelboar and cross
the Rocky Mounrains on horseback
before they reached che Pacific
Morthwest, Many ol the ancas .'||u|11;
the Lewis and Clark Trail are snill
l!llJil‘L' remone, 5o we recommend chat
you carry up-to-dare AAA maps, op
off your rank when necessary, and
always ingquire lozally for road condi
tions, Also, be prepared for any kind
of weather. When Lewis and Clark
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mace their way across the steep moun-
tains and wide valleys of the West,
they encountvered dsndercarms, high
\'I-'.lld.'ﬁ-u H'ﬂl.lll.'..llf-“u -||1|.:: AUHIAEDOTITE.
To begin our advennires, we join
the Lewis and Clark Trail in northern
Idahe, where Lewis and Clark and
their crow eronsed the eragzy moungain
ranges at Lole Pas and descended
the rugged Lolo Trail o the Clear-
water River, near present-day Orofino,
Captain Clark, who at 33 was the old-
est member of the party, had spen his
life living and working in the wilder-
mess, He was accustomed o harsly live

ing condicions and banling the natwral

-l;i_-|1.'|_'l. Edft =3 [rir LR |'|r Ean

elements, amd was no stranger to

hunger. But when Clark looked scros

the vast mountain ranges s the sxpe-

di:iun wras {;|ln|_'u;\,‘| 14 "II"EiFlI'II.' I.'lJII.'.d'.

Idaho, repairing sheir eualic and mak-

ing contace with the Nex Perce

Indians, he despaired, “We were com-

pelled 1o kill 2 colt for our men and

The
miountains which we |!'-l~n|::t Iﬂ-t‘ll:r'
[were] much worss chan yemerday,..”
Today, you can drive the route on
the Lala ."-.'1!:r11.rr'.1.'.1.:.'. which is a senes
of unpaved forese service roads thag
start in Honse Swear Pass, Idsho, and
end up in Weippe Praiiie, But be pre-

pared: depending on the time of year,

Ford Py, i b

Prosent-day Fort Clatsep, which sorved
as Lewls and Clark's wister shaltor In
1E05, is now a Natinaal Histode Site, As
part of tho park's history program, stoff
mambsers dress in period costumes and
demonstrate frontion skills.

the mad conditions could be difficulc
and may require a high-clearance vehi-
1.'||,:. Al |:l||:.'|l|_l.I ol tuine o make the
tnp, or take Highway U5 12 through
Idaho's beauriful Lochsa Valley. Be
Fu:.ru:-wnrnﬂi rhml.gh: s 115 :|||||1.'i (k]
Koodkia and the only services are mid-
way in the own of Lowell, Peck up a

ﬁ:n.':r LEEYICE LLETS ar Powell’s LS.
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Farest Serdice Visitar Center 1o find
campgrounds, hiking wrails, Jerry
Johmson hot springs, the Lochsa
Historical Ranger Station, and infor-
marion on whitewater rafting on the
Clearwater River.

Afrer hu“dins dI.I.E,I:H.“ CANGEL,
Lewis and Clark proceeded down the
Snake River, past present-day
Lewiston, Idaho, and Clarkston,
Washingron. Both towns serve as
unafficial headquareers for che Hell:
Eall"uﬂ Ni Liu]l.il Rttr-:.“:iun .I'l.l":-‘-
This beawiful side trip offers sturgeon
fishing, jetboar trips, nature study,
camping, and plenty of hiking trails.

Also nearby is che Nex Perce
Mational Hisorical Park, located with-
in the Nez Ferce Reservation in Idaho,
Yisitors can explore 38 different inter-
pretive sites, which explain the hisory
and culture of the Mex Perce and the
1877 Mez Perce War.

Agress the border in Washington,
locared in an incredibly arid region,
Claskston has some surprising atirac-
tiers such as lush green golf courses

and the farthesr-inland, deep warer

port in the coumkry.

When Lewis and Clark reached
the Clarkston arca, aumumn was fast
approaching, and the rwo caprains
were anxious to reach the Pacific

“We were compelled lo
kill a colt for our men
and selves to eat for
want of meat...”

Ocean, where |h:‘r would establizh
their winter camp. Lewis and Clark
were worried abour the scarcity of
gAME and the high cost of trading faad
with the bocal tribes. They kad grown
tired of salmon and were hungry for
deer or clk meat, which was hard o
came by, Lewis and Clark also hoped
to reach the Pacific coast in dme 1o
make contact with a merchant li'l.i.Pl
thar could take them home.

There are many state highway
routes that intersecr the Lewis and

Clark Trail berween Clarkston and
Tri-Cities. A cluster of Washingron's
state parks (such as Chiel Timothy
State Park with accssses w the Snake
River, Lewis and Clark Trail Staee
Park on the Toucher River, and Lyon’s
Ferry State Park an the Palouse River)
arc casily accesaible and Fascinacing,
geologically and historically, They also
provide ample oppormunities for water
fun such as swimming, fishing, and
boaring. Interpretive displays ar
Eﬂ_-'ljm'en Seaze Park, (4.4 miles souch-
cast of Pascol, tell the story of the
Shoshoni [ndian woman who played
an instrumental role in guiding the
Lewis and Clark party safely over the
moamraing While ].ﬂ-u'n: in the area, a
hislﬂ}' recommended trip aleng
Incerstate B2 will take you o the
Yakima Valley, where you can discover
several of Washingten's award-
Winning wines.

1F your foldlow the Columbia River
on Interscere 84 on the Oregon side or
Washingron SR 14, you are wacing the
exact route of the Lewis and Clark
expedition all the way to Portland. On




